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a search of many hours ensued for connecting-rods. We had none.
By some mischance they had not been included in the spare parts,
though everything else was there. It went to show what attention
must be given to detail in the preparation of a polar expedition.
The most trivial oversight may wreck the plans and efforts of
months.	•'	' ' •<*-,
Fortunately, it was still early in the season, and Chile was not
far away, its southernmost port, Magallanes, being about a
thousand miles from Deception Island—a thousand miles of the
roughest water in the world, off Cape Horn. By radio we arranged
with Pan-American-Grace Airways for the spare rods, and the
Wyatt Earp started north, five of us—Dr. Coman, Dr. Holmboe,
Balchen, Braathen, and myself—electing to stay with the Polar Star
on Deception Island. Though the whaling factory buildings had
been badly wrecked by wind and snow, the dwelling houses were
in good condition. We camped in one of them, making ourselves
as comfortable as we could.
Byrd said of Bernt Balchen: "Balchen can do more things well
than any man I ever knew." After observing the pilot at close
range during the sixteen days the Wyatt Earp was gone, I could
heartily echo that opinion. The man's versatility was amazing. Be-
sides being a good navigator and a pilot with few peers, he was a
marvellous man on skis, the use of which he had learned when he
was an officer in the Norwegian army. On the trail he was tireless.
After he and Braathen had torn down the Wasp engine ready for
repair, to find an occupation for himself he built a light sledge
suitable to be carried in the plane. No Norwegian professional sled-
builder could have turned out a better job. This same sledge I
finally carried across Antarctica.
Besides this, he was a good cook. He did the cooking for our
little shore party on Deception Island, and we fared better even
than at the hands of the Wyatt Ectrp's cook. Had he chosen a career
in art, he would have been successful, for he could draw and paint
like a professional. He made beautiful sketches of Deception Island
and other scenes along the archipekgo. To-day Balchen is associ-
ated with Riiser-Larsen hi the management of the Norwegian
national airways.
Balchen was moody and temperamental during this voyage, subject

